Neuro-ophthalmic considerations in trigeminal neuralgia and its surgical treatment.
In this review, we will briefly discuss the clinical manifestations and etiology of trigeminal neuralgia, outline the neuro-ophthalmic features of trigeminal neuralgia, and detail the neuro-ophthalmic side effects and complications of the surgical treatment of trigeminal neuralgia. There is a variety of surgical treatment modalities available for patients with trigeminal neuralgia intolerable or resistant to medical therapy. Significant ocular and visual morbidity can result from the surgical treatment of trigeminal neuralgia. Percutaneous or open surgical procedures for trigeminal neuralgia can result in corneal anesthesia, neurotrophic keratitis, exposure keratitis, herpetic keratitis, ocular motor cranial neuropathies, and optic neuropathy. Ophthalmologists should be aware of these potential problems because they may need to evaluate and provide care to patients with ocular or visual complaints following surgery for trigeminal neuralgia.